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Oral Communications: Pathology

Pleural effusion in cats - retrospective study in 40 cases
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Elcaywyn

YKOTIOG TNG PEAETNG elval n TepLlypawn) Ttng Staxetl-
pLONG Kal TNG oTabepoTolnong yatwy He TIAEUPLTL-
Kr) cUAAOYT KaBWG Kal Ta Brjpata Tou amattouvtat
yla va tebel n Stayvwon. BLBALOypapLKd, To GUXVO-
TEPO AlTLO TTAEUPLTLKAG GUANOYNAG ELvaL N KapSLaKN
QVETIAPKELA KAl aKOAOUBOUV Ta veomAdopata He
OUXVOTEPQ TA KAPKLVWHATA, TA CAPKWHATA KAl Ta
pecoBNAlwpara.

KALVIKA TtEpLOTATLKA

Tt HEAETN cupTEPIANYONKav 40 KALWVLKA TIEpLOTA-
TIKA YOTWV PE TIAEUPLTLKA cUAoyH, nAwkiag amd 3
€WG 14 €TWV, 22 apoevikwy (55%) Kat 18 BNAUKWY
(45%).

To 80% Twv yatwv gppavidav Suotvola Kat Aoyw
TOU LSlaltepa OTPECOOYOVOU TIEPLBAAOVTOC TOU
Latpelou amattriBnkav Mol Kal TIPOCEKTLIKOL XEL-
plopol yLa tn SLaxelplon Toug. ZTLg yAateg e Evtovn
SuoTvola kal VEupLKN L&locuykpacoia xopnynonke
Boutopyavohn kat akoAoVBwG ToToBeTrBNKaV o€
KAWRS o&uyodvou. MNa tn Sldyvwon TmpaypatorotL-
oUVTaV £0TLACPEVN UTIEPNXOTOHOYPAPLKN €EETACN
Bwpaka (TFAST), StayvwoTtikr/Beparmeutikr Bwpa-
KOKEVTNON, aKTWoypagleg Bwpakog Kat atyato-
Noyikég eEetdoelg (oupmeplapBavopévwy tng T4,
pro-BNP k.a.). Metd tnv otabepotoinon tou {wou
aKoAOUBOUCE UTIEPNYOTOHOYPAPLKN €EETAON TNG
KapSLAG, evw Selypa TIAEUPLTIKOU UypoU OTEAVOTAV
yla KUTTAPOAOYLKN) eE€Taon, KAAALEPYELA Kal eEETa-
on BLOXNUKWY TIAPAPETPWV.

AmtoteAécpata
310 85% Twv {WwV (34) n TTAEUpLTLKT) GUANOYN TaV

Introduction

The purpose of this study is to describe the man-
agement and stabilization of cats with pleural ef-
fusion and the steps required to establish the di-
agnosis. In the literature, the most common cause
of pleural effusion is heart failure, followed by neo-
plasms with carcinomas, sarcomas and mesotheli-
omas being the most common.

Clinical cases

Forty clinical cases of cats with pleural effusion,
aged 3 to 14 years old, 22 males (55%) and 18 fe-
males (45%) were included in the study. 80% of
the cats were admitted with dyspnoea and due
to the highly stressful environment of the clinic,
gentle and careful handling was required for their
management. Diagnostics for dyspneic animals in-
cluded a TFAST ultrasound, chest radiographs and
baseline blood work (including T4, pro-BNP, etc).
After the animal was stabilized, an echocardiogra-
phy was performed and a sample of pleural fluid
was obtained for cytological examination, culture
and biochemical parameters.

Results

In 85% of the animals (34) the pleural effusion was
the result of heart failure, in 12.5% (5) neoplastic
disease and in 1 animal (2.5%) infectious peritoni-
tis.

Conclusions

The stabilization and proper management of a cat
admitted with acute respiratory distress due to
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amoTéAECUA KAPSLAKNG AVETIAPKELAG, OTO 12,5% (5)
VEOTIAAOHATLKNG VOOOU Kal o€ 1 {wo (2,5%) AoLpw-
Soug meplrovitidag.

ZupmEpacpata

H otaBepotoinon kat n opbry Staxelplon tng ya-
Tag Tou TIpookopiletal Pe ol AVATIVEUOTLKN
SuoxEpeLa AOYyw TIAEUPLTLKNG OUANOYNG elvat {wTt-
kNG onuactag yla tnv emBiworn) Tng. TNV mapovoa
MEAETN N TIAEUPLTIKT) CUANOYN O@ENOTAV O€ TIOAU
HEYAAn ouxvOTNTa o€ KApSLAKI AVETIAPKELQ, OTIWG
avagépetat kat otn BLBAloypagia kat akoAouBou-
OQV TA VEOTIANAOPATA TWV TIVEUPOVWY Kat Tou Bw-
pakKa.

pleural effusion is vital for the cat's survival. In the
present study, pleural effusion was very frequently
due to heart failure, as reported in the literature,
followed by lung and thoracic neoplasms.
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