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Etcaywyn

O tpaupatiopog yatwy and agpoBoAo OTAo pTIo-
pel va odnynoel oe PAAPEG oTOV vwTlaio PUEAO
Tapa To PIKpO PEyeBog Tou BAAUATOC KAl TNV Hé-
TPLA TaXUTNTA TOU CUYKPLTLKA JE EKELVN TWV TTUpO-
BOAWV OTIAWV. ZKOTIOG TNG TIApoUoag HEAETNG Elval
N avaSpOPLKA PEAETN TIEPLOTATLKWY TPAUHATLKNAG
pughoTtdBelag amo BARUa agpoBoAou OTAOU OTN
yata.

YALKa Kat pgEBosdot

E(kOOL YATEG PE TPAUPATLKI HUENOTIAOELA TIPOCKO-
plotnkav otnv KAWVLKA Zwwv Zuvtpo@Ldg tou Tun-
patog Ktnviatplkig A.M.O. amod tov ZemtéuPplo
Tou 1999 péxpL Tov OktwRpLo tou 2014, Metd tnv
KALVLKI) KAl T VEUPOAOYLKN €E€taan, akoAouBnoe
€Va Pa)LOKOLALAKO KL €va TIAQYLOTIAAYLO AKTLVOoYpa-
PNa TG TTEPLOXNG TNG OTIOVSUALKIG OTHANG OTIOU
evrordtav veupoloyka n BAGRN.

AmtoteAécpata

Y& 1 mepLotatiko to BARpa evromi{dtav otV auye-
VLK), 0€ 9 0TNV BwpakoouLKH KaL o€ 10 oTtnv oopu-
Lotepry poipa Tng OMOVSUALKAG oTAANG. e 18/20

Introduction

Air riffle injury, in cats, can result in spinal cord
damage despite the small projectile size and its
moderate velocity compared to firearms. The aim
of this retrospective study is to report traumatic
myelopathy cases caused by air riffle projectiles in
cats.

Materials and methods

Twenty cats with traumatic myelopathy were re-
ferred to the Companion Animal Clinic between
September 1999 and October 2014. After clinical
and neurological examination, two radiographs
of the spine (dorsoventral and lateral) were per-
formed depicting the affected spinal column area.

Results

In 1 cat the projectile was located in the cervical,
in 9 in the thoracolumbar, and in 10 in the lumbar
spinal column. In 18/20 cats, hind limb deep pain
perception was absent. In 3/20 the owner elected
conservative treatment and in 2/20 euthanasia
was elected due to poor prognosis. In 15/20 cats
pediculectomy was performed to remove the pro-
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yateg amouciale n ev tw BabeL atobntikdTnTa OTA
omioBLa dkpa. € 3/20 0 LSLOKTATNG ATIOYACLOE TNV
ouvTnPNTKNA Slaxeiplon Kat og 2/20 TtpaypatoToL-
NOnke eubavacia AOyw TNG KaKNG poyvwong. &
15/20 TIPAypaTOTIOL)ONKE TIETANEKTOUN HE OTOXO
TV agaipeon tou BARPatog. Ol 2/15 ydteg Statn-
poucav tnv eV tw PAadeL aloBnon tou dAyoug TipLv
TNV XELPOUPYLKN ATTOCUHTILEDSN KaL O 3/13 TToU N €V
Tw BabeL alobntikoTNTa, anouaciale TpoeyxeLpNTL-
Kd, EMAVAABE PETA TNV XELPOUPYLKN arocupTtieon.
Y€ 10/13 ydteg ou n ev tw BdBel atoBntikoTnTA
OUVEXL{E va aToUCLAeL PETA TNV aailpeon tou
BAruatog, ot 5 avémtuéav vwtiaia Basion.

ZupmEpacpata

H tpauvpatik puehomdBela amd agpoforo OTAo
TIpoKaAEl coBapd veupoloylkd eM\elppata otnv
yata Kat n mpoyvwon elvat eMmLQUAaKTLKr. H cup-
BOAN TNG XELPOUPYLKNG ATIOCUHTILEGNG OTNV KLVNTL-
KI QTTOKATACTAON TWV YATWV TIOU €X0UV aTTWAECEL
TNV €V Tw Badn atodntikdTnTa Tou dAyouc TtapapE-
VEL U@AEYOEVN.

jectile. 2/15 cats retained deep sensation before
surgical intervention and 3/13 regained deep pain
perception postoperatively. In 10/13 cats deep pain
remained absent postoperatively, but 5 developed
spinal walk.

Conclusions

Traumatic air gun myelopathy causes severe neu-
rological deficits in cats and the prognosis is cau-
tious; surgical intervention to the cats, with no
deep pain perception, remains controversial.
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