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AvtLpLKpoBLakn avtoyn Kal
XPRoN aviLBLOoTLKWYVY ctad
{wa cuvtpowLag:

TO UPLOTAMEVO KEVO YVWONG
KOL N TTPOCGEYYLON yLa va
KaAUWOEeL

O Naykdoplog Opyaviopdg Yyelag to SnAwvel
Xxwplg evdolaopd: H avtigikpoBlaky avioxn
(Antimicrobial Resistance - AMR) kat n auv&non
TwV TIoAUaVBeKTIKWY Paktnplwv amoteAel pla
amo TLG ONMAVTLIKOTEPEG ATENEG yLa TN Anuoola
Yyela maykoopiwg. EmumpocBeta, anoteAel {ntnua
TIOU TIPETIEL VA AVTLHETWTILOTEL UTIO TO Tiplopa tng
Eviaiag Yyetag, Adyw mapouociag tng AMR tooo
ota {wa 600 Kat og avBpwTtoug Ttou SlafLolv oto
18L0 TepLBAMOV. Tta To Adyo auTo, E5W KaL oXESOV
pla Sekaetia €xouv Slapoppwbel Tpoypdupata
ETILTPNONG KAl EAEyxou tNG AMR yla {wovoooyova
Baktrpla TIOU ATIOPOVWVOVTAL ATIO TIAPAYWYLKA
{wa kat to TepLBAMovV tous. Ta Tpoypappata
autd odrynoav os cnuavtki pelwon g xprnong
TWV QVTLBLOTIKWY OTNV TIPWTOYEVH Tapaywyn,
XWPLG apVNTIKEG EMUTTWOELG OTNV TIAPAYWYLKOTN-
Ta N otnv kepSowopla.

‘Oocov agopd tnv AMR Tou oxetietal pe ta {wa
ouvIpoWLdg, Ttapatnpeital éva PHeyalo Kevo otnv
SLaBgoLpn yvwon Kat Anpopopnon Kat oL XWPEG
Tou €@ApPPOlouV ELSLKA TIPOYPAUHATA EAEYXOU
elvat Alyec. Elval xapaktnplotikd OtL PéXpL OruE-
pa, n xpron avtipikpoBlakwy (Antimicrobial Use
- AMU) ota {wa ouvtpo@lag Sev TepAapBavetal
ot €troleg ekBEoelg Tou Eupwraikol Opyavt-
opoU dappdkwy (EMA). Autr n éN\ewpn TAnpo-
poplag eyelpel avnouyleg yla Tov avtiktumo Tou
pmopel va €xeL n avamtuén AMR ota {wa cuvtpo-
QLag yla tn Anuoola Yyeila, AOyw Tng OTEVAC TOUG
ETIAWPNG ME TOUG LELOKTNTEG TOuG. Evav mpoobeto
TpoPBANUATLOPO aToTeAel N XPron AVTLRLOTIKWY
ota {wa cuvtpowldg, ta omola Tpoopidovial yla
Xpron otov AvBpwTto, 4Tav Kat EAV 0 KALVLKOG KTN-

Antimicrobial resistance
and antibiotic use in com-
panion animals:

the current knowledge gap
and the approach to fill it

The World Health Organization states this without
hesitation: Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) and
the rise of multi-resistant bacteria is one of the
most important threats to public health world-
wide. In addition, it is an issue that needs to be
addressed in the context of Public Health, due to
the presence of AMR in both animals and humans
living in the same environment. For this reason,
AMR surveillance and control programmes for zo-
onotic bacteria isolated from production animals
and their environment have been developed for
almost a decade. These programmes have led to
a significant reduction in the use of antibiotics in
primary production, with no negative impact on
productivity or profitability.

With regard to pet-related AMR, there is a large
gap in available knowledge and information and
few countries have specific control programmes
in place. It is noteworthy that to date, Antimi-
crobial Use (AMU) in companion animals is not
included in the annual reports of the European
Medicines Agency (EMA). This lack of information
raises concerns about the impact that the devel-
opment of AMR in companion animals may have
on public health, due to their close contact with
their owners. An additional concern is the use of
antibiotics in companion animals intended for
human use when and if deemed necessary by the
veterinary clinician.

What can be done? At this stage, a major ef-
fort is underway in the European Union. This is
the development of the European Antimicrobial
Resistance Surveillance network in Veterinary
medicine (EARS-Vet), which is concerned with co-
ordinating the collection of data related to AMR
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viatpog To Kplvel avaykatio.

Tu pmopet va yivey; Ztnv mapouvoa @don, Pploke-
Tal og €EEANEN pla onpavtiki mpoomdbela otnv
Eupwrtaikr Evwon. MpoKeLtal yla TV avamtuén
Tou SlktUou European Antimicrobial Resistance
Surveillance network in Veterinary medicine (EARS-
Vet) Tou agopd OTOV CUVTOVLOPO TNG GUANOYNAG
Sedopévwy Tou oxetidovtal pe tnv AMR Kat tnv
xprion avtiBlotikwy ota Eupwraikd Kpdtn. Kata
TN SLdpKela g TAOTLKAG pAaong, N culoyn Se-
Sopévwv AMR amod okUAoug Kkal ydteg Ba ago-
pd Selypata Tou Tpogpyovtal amod TEPLOTATLKA
oupololpwEswy, Seppatoloykd kal wrtitidag
Tou Ba TpokaAouvtal amod ta PBakinplakd €ién
Escherichia coli, Staphylococcus pseudintermedius
Kat Staphylococcus aureus. AVapeveTal AOLTIOV 0TO
€yyUg HEAOV va £XOUPE KAl 0TN XWPA Hag Hia TiLo
EekaBapn elkdva oxeTKA Pe TNV avilBloavtoxn
onpavtlikwv Taboydvwy oTeEAEXWV Ta omola Ka-
Aeltal va avTLpeTWIioeL 0 KAWLKOG KTnviatpog. H
OUMHETOXN TWV LELWTWVY CUVASEAPWV (TTOU AOKOUV
TNV KAWLKA TIpAEn aAAd katl Tou acxoAouvtal e
TNV €PYAcTnPLaKr SLayVWOTLKN) 0T GUA\oyr| Se-
Sopévwv AMR elval Slaitepa onpavtikn, Ba kpi-
VEL TNV emiituyia Tou KABE OXETIKOU EYXELPHHATOG
Kal PTIopel va 08nynoeL Tooo otn BeAtiwon Ttwv
TapeXOUEVWY UTINPECLWY HECw evidence-based
BEpATEVTLKNG TIPOCEYYLONG 000 Kal oTnv avadelén
TOU pOAOU TOU KTNVLATPOU {WWV CUVTPOPLAG OTNV
Tpodotiion Tng Anpooiag Yyelac.
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and antibiotic use in European States. During the
pilot phase, the collection of AMR data from dogs
and cats will involve samples from cases of uri-
nary tract, skin and ear infections caused by the
bacterial species Escherichia coli, Staphylococcus
pseudintermedius and Staphylococcus aureus. It is
therefore expected that in the near future we will
have a clearer picture in our country regarding
the antibiotic resistance of important pathogenic
strains that the clinical veterinarian is called upon
to treat. The participation of private colleagues
(both those practicing clinical practice and those
involved in laboratory diagnostics) in the collec-
tion of AMR data is particularly important, will
determine the success of any relevant project
and can lead to both the improvement of services
provided through an evidence-based therapeutic
approach and the promotion of the role of the
companion animal veterinarian in the defence of
public health.
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